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Washington, June 29, 2023 -

USDA Forest Service invests $188M to keep
forests working, conserve private forestland
through President Biden’s Investing in America
Agenda

Today the U.S. Department of Agriculture announced a $188 million
investment through President Biden’s Investing in America agenda to conserve some of the most
economically and ecologically significant forestlands across the nation.  

 The funding will support 34 projects to conserve more than 245,000 acres of working forests that are
critical to rural economies in 22 states and one island territory, as part of the agency’s Forest Legacy
program. $100 million of this funding comes from President Biden’s Inflation Reduction Act, which
provides an additional $250 million for similar projects next year, and $88 million comes from the Land
and Water Conservation Fund.  

"These forests, identified by state, tribal, and non-profit partners as vital to local communities, are
critical to the health of our planet and the livelihoods of millions of Americans," said Agriculture
Secretary Tom Vilsack. "As private forest landowners continue to face pressures to convert forests, the
Forest Legacy program keeps working forests working. Thanks to President Biden’s Investing in
America agenda, we are ensuring that the most important forested landscapes continue to provide
economic and social benefits to the communities that depend on them for their lives and livelihoods." 

The Forest Service shared news about the fiscal year 2023 Forest Legacy investments earlier today at
an event in Rangeley, Maine where Governor Janet Mills, and partners including The Nature
Conservancy and Trust for Public Land, celebrated the completion of the Quill Hill to Perham project --
a nearly 14,000-acre Forest Legacy program project that supports wildlife habitat, recreation and
contributes $6 million to the local sustainable timber economy.   

America's public and private forests provide critical habitat for wildlife, support outdoor recreation,
provide families with food and other resources, protect clean water, and are vital to forest products
economies. They play a significant role in the local social and economic fabric, especially for
disadvantaged and tribal communities, and support carbon sequestration and climate resilience. 

States, with input and in coordination with tribes and non-profits, will use land easements and
purchases to conserve the most ecologically and economically important forests that are under threat
of being converted to non-forest uses.  
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The Inflation Reduction Act is part of the Biden-Harris Investing in America agenda to grow the
American economy from the middle out and bottom up, by rebuilding our nation’s infrastructure, driving
over $470 billion in private sector manufacturing investments, creating good-paying jobs, and building
a clean energy economy to tackle the climate crisis and make our communities more resilient. 

For a complete list of fiscal year 2023 projects, or to learn how states can apply for fiscal year 2024
funding, visit https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/private-land/forest-legacy/program/fy23-
funded-projects. States can also contact their Forest Service regional office for more information. 

For more on how the Forest Service works with states to conserve forestlands through this program,
visit the Forest Legacy program webpage. 

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-Harris
Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient
local and regional food production, ensuring access to healthy and nutritious food in all communities,
building new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate-smart food and
forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean-energy capabilities in rural
America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a
workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit www.usda.gov. 

 

About the Agency

Contact Us

Agency Leadership

Budget and Performance

Equity Action Plan

Feature Stories

National Programs and Offices

Feature Stories

News releases

Success Stories

Speeches

Testimony

Publications

Newsroom

https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/private-land/forest-legacy/program/fy23-funded-projects
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/private-land/forest-legacy/program/fy23-funded-projects
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/private-land/forest-legacy/program
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/contact-us
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/newsroom/leadership-biographies
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-performance
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/equity-action-plan
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/features
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/contact-us/national-programs-offices
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/features
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/newsroom/releases
https://www.fs.usda.gov/success-stories
https://www.fs.usda.gov/speeches
https://www.fs.usda.gov/testimony
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/publications
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/newsroom


Popular Tags

#HORSES #RECREATION #WILDFIRE BIPARTISAN INFRASTRUCTURE LAW

CLIMATE CHANGE EDUCATION EMPLOYEES FIRE

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS JOB CORPS JOBS MOUNTAIN VALLEY PIPELINE

PARTNERSHIP PARTNERSHIPS PRESCRIBED FIRE RESEARCH SCIENCE

TRAINING USDA VIDEO

Regulations and Directives

Smokey Bear

This is Who We Are

Visit Us Managing
the Land

Learn Science and
Technology

Working
with Us

About the
Agency

Inside the
FS

askUSDA

Contact Us

Sitemap

Policies & Links

Our Performance

Careers

Fraud, Waste, and Abuse Hotline

Inspector General

Plain Writing

Open

FOIA

Accessibility Statement

Privacy Policy

Non-Discrimination Statement

USDA Anti-Harassment Policy

Forest Service Anti-Harassment

Policy

Information Quality

USA.gov

Whitehouse.gov

eGov

No FEAR Act Data

Whistleblower Protection
Coordinator

Forest Service
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE

https://www.fs.usda.gov/fs-tags/horses
https://www.fs.usda.gov/fs-tags/recreation
https://www.fs.usda.gov/fs-tags/wildfire
https://www.fs.usda.gov/fs-tags/bipartisan-infrastructure-law
https://www.fs.usda.gov/fs-tags/climate-change
https://www.fs.usda.gov/fs-tags/education
https://www.fs.usda.gov/fs-tags/employees
https://www.fs.usda.gov/fs-tags/fire
https://www.fs.usda.gov/fs-tags/international-programs
https://www.fs.usda.gov/fs-tags/job-corps
https://www.fs.usda.gov/fs-tags/jobs
https://www.fs.usda.gov/fs-tags/mountain-valley-pipeline
https://www.fs.usda.gov/fs-tags/partnership
https://www.fs.usda.gov/fs-tags/partnerships
https://www.fs.usda.gov/fs-tags/prescribed-fire
https://www.fs.usda.gov/fs-tags/research
https://www.fs.usda.gov/fs-tags/science
https://www.fs.usda.gov/fs-tags/training
https://www.fs.usda.gov/fs-tags/usda
https://www.fs.usda.gov/fs-tags/video
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/regulations-policies
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/smokey-bear
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/this-is-who-we-are
https://www.fs.usda.gov/visit
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land
https://www.fs.usda.gov/learn
https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology
https://www.fs.usda.gov/working-with-us
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency
https://www.fs.usda.gov/inside-fs
https://ask.usda.gov/s/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/contact-us
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sitemap
https://www.usda.gov/policies-and-links
https://www.usda.gov/our-agency/about-usda/performance
https://www.fs.usda.gov/working-with-us/jobs
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/resources/hotline-information
https://www.usda.gov/oig
https://www.usda.gov/plain-writing
https://www.usda.gov/open
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/foia
https://www.usda.gov/accessibility-statement
https://www.usda.gov/privacy-policy
https://www.usda.gov/non-discrimination-statement
https://www.usda.gov/oascr/civil-rights-statements
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/anti-harassment-policy
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/anti-harassment-policy
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/anti-harassment-policy
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/anti-harassment-policy
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/quality-of-information
https://www.usa.gov/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/federal-web-site-inventory
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/civil-rights#noFEARAct
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/resources/whistleblower-protection-coordinator
https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/resources/whistleblower-protection-coordinator
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://twitter.com/forestservice
https://www.facebook.com/USForestService
https://www.linkedin.com/company/usda-forest-service
https://www.instagram.com/u.s.forestservice/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usforestservice/
https://www.youtube.com/user/usdaForestService

