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Biden-Harris Administration
Advances Early Wildfire
Detection by Expanding Use of
Satellites as Part of Investing in
America agenda

A collaborative agreement for use of NOAA satellites will help the Interior and
Agriculture Departments detect wildfires early, track wildfires in real time, and
provide data for public safety and air quality modeling

PUBLISHED: July 23, 2024

SHARE: o ® @

WASHINGTON, July 23, 2024 — The Biden-Harris administration today announced it is taking
additional steps to safeguard western communities in the face of increasingly dangerous and
intense wildland fires by building advanced wildfire detection capabilities using satellite
technology. The Department of the Interior and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)’s Forest
Service have signed an agreement with the Department of Commerce’s National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to use the NOAA Geostationary Operational Environmental
Satellite — R series (GOES-R) data to rapidly detect and report wildfire starts. Supported by a $20
million investment from the President’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law—S$10 million each from
Interior and Agriculture— this new agreement will use advanced remote sensing capabilities to
improve the speed and accuracy of wildfire detection.
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“This partnership is one of the many ways we are investing in technology to improve firefighter
and community safety,” said Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack. “Wildland firefighting will
always require highly skilled individuals working on the ground, but with more real-time
information we can reduce the risks to crews and pilots, and improve our response time, reducing
the risk to impacted communities.”

“This collaborative effort demonstrates how the federal government is deploying resources from
President Biden’s historic Investing in America agenda to improve its emergency response
capabilities and address increasingly frequent and extreme climate-driven wildfires,” said
Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland. “By using expanded satellite capacity to pinpoint wildfire
ignitions and provide real-time data for wildfire managers, this partnership with NOAA will enable
the Interior and Agriculture Departments to respond to wildfires more rapidly and make informed
decisions for firefighting operations and public safety.”

“Now more than ever, the impacts of climate change are increasing the threat of wildfires across
the country and thanks to President Biden’s commitment to investing in America, NOAA has been
able to significantly improve fire weather forecasts to keep communities safe,” said Secretary of
Commerce Gina Raimondo. “This new partnership, a result of the most ambitious climate agenda
in history, will help expand our ability to detect wildfires, improve response times, and keep
families in western communities out of harm’s way.”

Use of NOAA’s GOES-R satellite data will enable the Interior and Agriculture Departments to detect
wildfires early, provide firefighters a more detailed look at wildfire conditions, allow faster hot spot
detection, and provide the ability to track wildfire progression in real time. GOES-R series satellites
are frequently capable of detecting wildfires before they are spotted on the ground or reported to
911. The satellites can also be used to pinpoint the exact location of a fire after smoke reports occur.
These improved capabilities will support interagency efforts to protect people and communities
from increasingly devastating wildfires.

GOES-R satellite observations are not only valuable for detecting wildfires but are also critical for
observing and monitoring smoke from those fires. The ability to monitor smoke plumes in near
real time is particularly useful in directing firefighting efforts from the air. Deploying airplanes and
helicopters for wildfire suppression efforts is often hampered by poor visibility. GOES-R satellites
can help guide decisions for deploying flights by providing information on the exact location and
drift of smoke from a fire. The smoke detection and monitoring information also enable better air
quality forecasts to help safeguard public health. These improvements help equip communities
with the information they need to assess risks and develop climate solutions—a key objective of the
National Climate Resilience Framework.
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nation’s relationship with W11df1re ThlS collaboratlon advances recommendations for expanded use
of wildfire detection systems and improved collaboration across organizations and jurisdictions.

#

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

PRESS RELEASE

Release No.:
0143.24

CONTACT:
USDA Press

EMAIL:
press@usda.gov

Trending News and Updates

PRESS RELEASE PRESS RELEASE

USDA USDA

= ==



https://www.usda.gov/topics/disaster-resource-center/wildland-fire/commission
https://www.usda.gov/topics/disaster-resource-center/wildland-fire/commission
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/wfmmc-final-report-09-2023.pdf
mailto:press@usda.gov
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://ask.usda.gov/s/
https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/press-releases
https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/blog
https://www.usda.gov/our-agency/employee-services

BE  An official website of the United States government
Here's how you know v

AskUSDA News Blog

Employee Resources

USDA

—amY-S. Department of Agriculture

Affordable Energy

January 10, 2025

Latest Investments Will Lower Costs and
Support Jobs in 30 States

Learn More —
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U.S. Department of
Agriculture Announces
15 Additional States
Onboard With National
Milk Testing Strategy
for HS5N1, Shares
Update on Vaccination
Efforts

January 8, 2025

USDA APHIS Shares Fifteen New States
Joining the NMTS and Critical Updates on
HPAI Vaccines Across Species

Lower Costs and

Increase American

Energy Security Across
the Nation

January 10, 2025

Part of Today’s Announcement is Funded
by President Biden’s Inflation Reduction
Act

Learn More —
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USDA Announces
Grants and Technical
Assistance Funding for
Urban Agriculture and

Innovative Production
January 8, 2025

USDA is providing a total of $14.4 million
in grants and technical assistance
through two separately funded projects.

Learn More —
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