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Biden-Harris Administration
invests S65M from Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law in clean
water, roads, trails improvement

PUBLISHED: August 26, 2022

SHARE: 0 ® @

WASHINGTON, Aug. 26, 2022 — Today, the Biden-Harris Administration announced more than
S65 million of investments to help the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service improve
water quality, roads, trails and fish habitat nationwide.

Made possible by President Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law o, today is the first round of a

$25.5 million investment over five years through the new Collaborative Aquatic Landscape
Restoration Program and more than $40 million for Fiscal Year 2022 projects for the already
successful Legacy Roads and Trails Program. The investments being announced will support
projects that serve rural community needs, create jobs, and improve access to national forests and
grasslands.

“President Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law has given us a remarkable opportunity to restore
and improve waterways across the whole landscape,” said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. “The
investments we’re making here ensure communities have clean drinking water and the improved
fish habitats that rural areas rely on for subsistence and strong recreation economies.”

The Collaborative Aquatic Landscape Restoration Program follows Secretary Vilsack’s recent
direction to the Forest Service to take bold action to restore forests, make them more resilient to
drought, wildfire, insects, disease, and to address the climate crisis. In addition to improving water
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systems safer, more sustainable and more durable. The 120 projects being announced today aim to

address critical road issues in real time by delivering funds where they are needed most. In addition
to improving roads and trails for communities, business and recreation, the Legacy Roads and
Trails program creates jobs for contractors, including those who specialize in stream restoration,
environmental design, and heavy equipment operations.

Since 2008, the Legacy Roads and Trails program maintained and storm proofed more than 18,000
miles of roads, replaced more than a thousand culverts for fish habitat, restored nearly 17,000 miles
of streams and decommissioned more than 7,000 miles of roads to improve fish habitat and reduce
pollution. Projects also built or repaired 137 bridges and repaired more than 5,000 miles of trails
while creating between 700 and 1,100 jobs each year and reducing annual maintenance costs for
project areas by $3.5 million.

“For decades, our forests lacked sufficient maintenance investments due to the escalating cost of
climate change driven wildfires and other natural disasters such as hurricanes, tornadoes and
flooding,” said Forest Service Chief Randy Moore. “The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law is investing
billions to improve our national forests and our public facilities for all to enjoy. The Biden
Administration’s investments are helping to address our most critical needs so we can better
steward the national forests and grasslands that provide so many public benefits.”

Details are available at the Collaborative Aquatic Landscape Restoration Program and Legacy Roads

and Trails Program websites.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. Under the Biden-Harris
Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient
local and regional food production, ensuring access to healthy and nutritious food in all
communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using
climate, smart food and forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean
energy capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing
systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit
www.usda.gov.
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

PRESS RELEASE

Release No.:
0189.22


https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/natural-resources/collaborative-aquatic-landscape-restoration
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/national-forests-grasslands/legacy-roads-trails
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/national-forests-grasslands/legacy-roads-trails
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://ask.usda.gov/s/
https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/press-releases
https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/blog
https://www.usda.gov/our-agency/employee-services

BE  An official website of the United States government
Here's how you know v

AskUSDA News Blog Employee Resources

USDA

—amY-S. Department of Agriculture

Trending News and Updates

PRESS RELEASE

USDA

—

USDA Continues
Historic Commitment,
Partnering with Rural
Communities on Clean,
Affordable Energy

January 10, 2025

Latest Investments Will Lower Costs and

Support Jobs in 30 States

Learn More —
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USDA Invests in
Additional Domestic
Biofuels and Clean
Energy Projects to
Lower Costs and
Increase American
Energy Security Across

the Nation

January 10, 2025

Part of Today’s Announcement is Funded
by President Biden’s Inflation Reduction

Act

Learn More —
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U.S. Department of USDA Announces
Agriculture Announces Grants and Technical

15 Additional States Assistance Funding for
Onboard With National Urban Agriculture and
Milk Testing Strategy Innovative Production

for H5N1, Shares January 8, 2025

deate on Vaccination USDA is providing a total of $14.4 million
Efforts in grants and technical assistance

through two separately funded projects.
January 8, 2025

USDA APHIS Shares Fifteen New States Learn More —>

Joining the NMTS and Critical Updates on
HPAI Vaccines Across Species

Learn More —
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