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Oregon to receive $113 million in federal funds
for energy efficiency home retrofits

By Monica Samayoa (0PB)
Oct. 2,2024 8:07 p.m.

The U.S. Department of Energy has awarded Oregon more than $113 million for two new
home energy rebate programs aimed at boosting energy-efficient home retrofits targeting low-
to moderate-income households.

The Oregon Department of Energy’s new programs will be available for both single-family and

multifamily homes. The retrofits could include the installation of heat pumps, smart
thermostats or electric water heaters. The money is part of the federal government’s billion-
dollar Inflation Reduction Act.
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“Our agency will work with our partners and stakeholders to stand up these programs as
quickly as possible,” Oregon Department of Energy Director Janine Benner said in a statement.

The funding comes as Oregon continues to support programs to move away from using fossil

fuels to power homes and increase the use of electric appliances. Earlier this year, the state was
awarded nearly $200 million to lower carbon emissions from three sectors, including buildings.

The rebates announced Wednesday will vary depending on the projects.

The Home Efficiency Rebate program, or HOME, will provide performance-based rebates for
energy-efficient retrofits that can demonstrate at least 20% in energy savings. The program
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The Home Electrification and Appliance Rebate program, or HEAR, will provide rebates at the
time of purchase to low- and moderate-income households who retrofit their homes with high-
efficiency electric appliances like electric upgrades, insulation or air-sealing windows.

HOME projects would cover at least 50% of costs, up to $10,000 per project, depending on the
household income and how much energy saving was achieved. The HEAR program would also
cover at least 50% of project costs, up to $14,000, depending on energy upgrades and the
household income. The program is only available to low- to moderate-income households.
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Both programs will prioritize households making between 80% to 150% of area median
income, and at least 40% of rebates will go to low-income households, with an additional 10%
available to low-income multi-dwelling households.

Oregon Department of Energy senior incentives analyst Kristina Donnelly said the programs
are designed to meet the needs of different customers.
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efficiency appliances and lighting, an electric vehicle charging station and a whole-home battery storage system.
Kristyna Wentz-Graff / OPB

“So if you have a home that really needs a whole lot of different things in order to make the
home comfortable and energy efficient, maybe the HOME’s program is more effective, or if
you’re a low-income customer and you really just don’t like your gas stove and you want to
install an electric stove, you can do that as well,” she said.

The HEAR program is also specifically designed as an electrification program, she said, where
only electric appliances will qualify for a rebate.

People could also receive rebates from both programs, she said.

“However, they are not allowed to receive rebates from both programs for the same measure,”
she said. “So, if I selected a heat pump water heater from the HEAR program, I would not be
able to count that in my energy savings model for eligibility for the HOMESs program.”

The Oregon Department of Energy estimates about 13,000 households in Oregon could
benefit from these programs. It’s currently working on building a website Oregonians can use to
see if they qualify.

Donnelly believes the programs will help the states’ lowest-income households the most.

“They are really designed to be deep rebates that will benefit households with the greatest
need, especially because the HEAR program has rebates for appliances like electric clothes
dryers and electric cooktops,” she said. “The customers will be able to install appliances that
maybe they wouldn’t have been able to afford otherwise and there aren’t currently rebates in
existence for a lot of those other appliances.”

The state energy department expects both rebate programs to be available by the end of next
year.

THANKS TO OUR SPONSOR: Become a Sponsor

& Daily news in your inbox

]

Sign up today for OPB’s “First Look” — your daily guide to the most important news and culture stories from around
the Northwest.

STREAMING NOW
BBC Discovery



https://www.opb.org/sponsorship/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsttV2xBVjI_vZVYZSS5qZZ32lVqVXUdx-RJ-zsyRKFxW0iv-rsVP1_DK3b2QuxKy37z0KvaL4x4ifPwLeF1V_oJQMco56t49NcVjmAuyUltJWCyHUqrSyKv7QJpdKskp4JNBXByQPzSAf1UEW6toCHIdiSSjxeJCb3MFwn7UUVio1cUwP-InDLHMYnxPf5mjSwC-PdCH5cWjtb-AF1WURwotagpwuvmBC7o4c1U9ekBUBL3njZxlOzVpu4tj-CFBAsTxbHF_KGZFMlvFE9eJY_TVKdqnaD4iq-0rn5AMG3tgS0Lpcm3hh2on2b2r_rRx4Hzl5oscnaHQuMDDIITE-9MOd2fdh15SC5MkjB4_HtwclaP-Qu2y3VHU3gt1k_C1Oc6Pa-j3b545klk&sai=AMfl-YQ9Rb0eUjQ9snGslFaWDCd9ksTxjoJNv_wDzAiWmxfXRzkqlBlTtdKKu80qo4yMpPIT8pPbVfEHdjW0rSQuf7UEfwaj78fIICINCil9yDjd68F4Q8Y1fMP9kd71QN8ALXt2FgUHpFVnbdipnciN&sig=Cg0ArKJSzClLI6Ck4gLp&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.schwabe.com/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsttV2xBVjI_vZVYZSS5qZZ32lVqVXUdx-RJ-zsyRKFxW0iv-rsVP1_DK3b2QuxKy37z0KvaL4x4ifPwLeF1V_oJQMco56t49NcVjmAuyUltJWCyHUqrSyKv7QJpdKskp4JNBXByQPzSAf1UEW6toCHIdiSSjxeJCb3MFwn7UUVio1cUwP-InDLHMYnxPf5mjSwC-PdCH5cWjtb-AF1WURwotagpwuvmBC7o4c1U9ekBUBL3njZxlOzVpu4tj-CFBAsTxbHF_KGZFMlvFE9eJY_TVKdqnaD4iq-0rn5AMG3tgS0Lpcm3hh2on2b2r_rRx4Hzl5oscnaHQuMDDIITE-9MOd2fdh15SC5MkjB4_HtwclaP-Qu2y3VHU3gt1k_C1Oc6Pa-j3b545klk&sai=AMfl-YQ9Rb0eUjQ9snGslFaWDCd9ksTxjoJNv_wDzAiWmxfXRzkqlBlTtdKKu80qo4yMpPIT8pPbVfEHdjW0rSQuf7UEfwaj78fIICINCil9yDjd68F4Q8Y1fMP9kd71QN8ALXt2FgUHpFVnbdipnciN&sig=Cg0ArKJSzClLI6Ck4gLp&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.schwabe.com/

Related Stories

Oregon Department
of Energy launches
heat pump incentive
program aimed at
rental housing

The Oregon Department of
Energy's Oregon Rental Home
Heat Pump program will provide
rebates to landlords to install
cooling units to their rental
properties.

July 24,2023

Oregon awarded
nearly $200M in
federal funding to
boost climate action

programs

The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency selected
Oregon to receive $200 million
over the next five years through
its Climate Pollution Reduction
Grant program.

July 22,2024

Tags: Science & Environment, Energy

Ensure OPB thrives in 2025! Join as a new

member with your Sustaining support

now!

TV & Radio Schedules £ Manage My Membership

Sponsorship
Help Center

Privacy Policy FCC Public Files

FCC Applications

Contact Us
Notifications

Terms of Use

Editorial Policy SMST&C Contest Rules

Va Dl

Portland’s climate
tax could fund
energy-efficiency
upgrades for 3,100
homes

Portland’s climate action fund is
preparing to invest $140 million
toward 3,100 home retrofits over
the next five years. But first,
Portland Clean Energy Fund
staff must get the pieces in place
to launch and lead that effort.

May 16, 2024

Contribute now!

Accessibility

STREAMING NOW
BBC Discovery


https://www.opb.org/article/2023/07/24/oregon-heat-pump-clean-energy-renters-landlords-housing/
https://www.opb.org/article/2023/07/24/oregon-heat-pump-clean-energy-renters-landlords-housing/
https://www.opb.org/article/2023/07/24/oregon-heat-pump-clean-energy-renters-landlords-housing/
https://www.opb.org/article/2023/07/24/oregon-heat-pump-clean-energy-renters-landlords-housing/
https://www.opb.org/article/2023/07/24/oregon-heat-pump-clean-energy-renters-landlords-housing/
https://www.opb.org/article/2024/07/22/oregon-awarded-nearly-200-million-dollars-federal-funding-boost-climate-action-programs/
https://www.opb.org/article/2024/07/22/oregon-awarded-nearly-200-million-dollars-federal-funding-boost-climate-action-programs/
https://www.opb.org/article/2024/07/22/oregon-awarded-nearly-200-million-dollars-federal-funding-boost-climate-action-programs/
https://www.opb.org/article/2024/07/22/oregon-awarded-nearly-200-million-dollars-federal-funding-boost-climate-action-programs/
https://www.opb.org/article/2024/07/22/oregon-awarded-nearly-200-million-dollars-federal-funding-boost-climate-action-programs/
https://www.opb.org/article/2024/05/16/portland-clean-energy-fund-energy-efficiency-upgrades-3100-homes-140-million-dollars/
https://www.opb.org/article/2024/05/16/portland-clean-energy-fund-energy-efficiency-upgrades-3100-homes-140-million-dollars/
https://www.opb.org/article/2024/05/16/portland-clean-energy-fund-energy-efficiency-upgrades-3100-homes-140-million-dollars/
https://www.opb.org/article/2024/05/16/portland-clean-energy-fund-energy-efficiency-upgrades-3100-homes-140-million-dollars/
https://www.opb.org/article/2024/05/16/portland-clean-energy-fund-energy-efficiency-upgrades-3100-homes-140-million-dollars/
https://www.opb.org/tag/science-environment
https://www.opb.org/tag/energy
https://www.opb.org/give/
https://www.opb.org/schedules
https://www.opb.org/sponsorship
https://opb2.my.site.com/Help/s/
https://opb2.my.site.com/Help/s/managemembership
https://opb2.my.site.com/Help/s/contactsupport
https://www.opb.org/notifications
https://www.opb.org/privacy
https://www.opb.org/publicfiles
https://www.opb.org/fcc-applications
https://www.opb.org/terms
https://www.opb.org/editorialpolicy
https://www.opb.org/sms
https://www.opb.org/contestrules
https://www.opb.org/accessibility

