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WASHINGTON — The Department of the Interior today released draft guidance on how states can apply

for up to $40 million each in Regulatory Improvement Grant funding available under President Biden’s
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to create jobs and clean up polluting and unsafe orphaned oil and gas
wells across the country. Today’s announcement also kicks off a public comment period to solicit
feedback on the draft guidance.

Through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, the Department is delivering the largest investment in
tackling legacy pollution in American history, including $4.7 billion to plug orphaned wells. Plugging.is
underway nationwide, and to date, the Department has awarded nearly $1.1 billion in grants to 25
states to begin work plugging and cleaning up orphaned wells. Since the enactment of the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law, states have already plugged more than 8,800 orphaned wells.

“The Department of the Interior is moving quickly to implement this once-in-a-generation investment in
tackling legacy pollution, provided through President Biden’s Investing in America agenda,”

said Secretary Deb Haaland. “Addressing orphaned wells cuts methane emissions, advances
environmental justice for communities that have too long been left behind, and creates jobs. As we
prepare to issue another round of grants to help states accomplish this vital work, we are eager to hear
from diverse voices on this draft guidance.”

Orphaned oil and gas wells are polluting backyards, recreation areas, and community spaces across

the country. Many of these wells pose serious health and safety threats to air and water quality by
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contaminating surface and groundwater, releasing toxic air pollutants, polluting drinking water
sources, and leaking methane -a “super pollutant” that is a significant cause of climate change and
many times more potent than carbon dioxide at trapping heat in the atmosphere. Plugging orphaned
wells supports broader Biden-Harris administration efforts under the U.S. Methane Emissions

Reduction Action Plan.

Under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, three types of grants are available to states to fund orphaned
wells clean-up: initial, formula and performance grants. Approximately $1.5 billion is available in
performance grants, which fall into two categories: Matching Grants and Regulatory Improvement
Grants. In May, the Department released final Matching Grant guidance, and states can now apply for
these funds.

States are eligible for two types of Regulatory Improvement Grants under today’s announcement:
e Plugging Standards Grants: Intended to incentivize states to implement standards and
procedures designed to ensure that wells located in the state are plugged in an effective manner.
¢ Program Improvement Grants: Intended to incentivize states to implement other improvements to

state programs designed to reduce future orphaned well burdens.

Under the draft guidance, states are eligible to receive a Plugging Standards regulatory improvement

grant of up to $20 million, and a Program Improvement regulatory improvement grant of up to $20
million, for a total of $40 million per state. By incentivizing states to improve their standards,
procedures and orphaned well programs, these grants will help better protect the environment and
help prevent the creation of new orphaned wells.

The Department’s orphaned wells program advances the Biden-Harris administration’s ambitious
environmental justice goals through the Justice40 Initiative, which sets a goal to deliver 40 percent of

the overall benefits of certain federal investments to disadvantaged communities that have been
marginalized by underinvestment and overburdened by pollution. As of June 30, 2024, 44% of the over
8,800 wells plugged with Bipartisan Infrastructure Law funds by states are in disadvantaged
communities.

Comments on the draft grant guidance can be submitted, via email, toorphanedwells@ios.doi.gov, by

11:59 PM PT on November 12, 2024. Comments will be instrumental in refining the program’s direction.

#H##

PRESS RELEASE PRESS RELEASE


https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/US-Methane-Emissions-Reduction-Action-Plan-1.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/US-Methane-Emissions-Reduction-Action-Plan-1.pdf
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-haaland-announces-35-million-president-bidens-investing-america-agenda
https://www.doi.gov/performance-grants-0
https://www.whitehouse.gov/environmentaljustice/justice40/
mailto:orphanedwells@ios.doi.gov

01/07/2025

Biden-Harris Administration Announces
$41 Million Investment in Water

Resources and Ecosysq%%%we% hSE
12/17/2024

12/20/2024

Interior and Defense Departments Invest
$15 Million to Preserve Green Spaces,
Enhance Recreation...

Secretary Haaland Designates 19 New
National Historic Landmarks

Was this page helpful?

OYes ONo


https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/biden-harris-administration-announces-41-million-investment-water-resources-and
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/biden-harris-administration-announces-41-million-investment-water-resources-and
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/biden-harris-administration-announces-41-million-investment-water-resources-and
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/biden-harris-administration-announces-41-million-investment-water-resources-and
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/biden-harris-administration-announces-41-million-investment-water-resources-and
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/biden-harris-administration-announces-41-million-investment-water-resources-and
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-and-defense-departments-invest-15-million-preserve-green-spaces-enhance
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-and-defense-departments-invest-15-million-preserve-green-spaces-enhance
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-and-defense-departments-invest-15-million-preserve-green-spaces-enhance
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-and-defense-departments-invest-15-million-preserve-green-spaces-enhance
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-and-defense-departments-invest-15-million-preserve-green-spaces-enhance
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-and-defense-departments-invest-15-million-preserve-green-spaces-enhance
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-haaland-designates-19-new-national-historic-landmarks
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-haaland-designates-19-new-national-historic-landmarks
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-haaland-designates-19-new-national-historic-landmarks
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-haaland-designates-19-new-national-historic-landmarks
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-haaland-designates-19-new-national-historic-landmarks

Return to top

3 SUBSCRIBE

Enter your email address to subscribe to Interior news and

updates

Sign Up

About DOI
Accessibility
Contact Us
Copyright
Disclaimer
Information Quality
Privacy Policy

Site Map

Vulnerability Disclosure Policy

Budget & Performance
Coronavirus Updates

Cummings Act Notices

Diversity, Inclusion & Civil Rights
FOIA

Inspector General

No Fear Act reports

U.S. Department of the Interior
Stewarding Conservation and Powering Our Future

©@ @ t e¢e @ X

1849 C Street NW, Washington, DC 20240



https://www.doi.gov/about
https://www.doi.gov/accessibility
https://www.doi.gov/contact-us
https://www.doi.gov/copyright
https://www.doi.gov/disclaimer
https://www.doi.gov/ocio/policy-mgmt-support/information-and-records-management/iq
https://www.doi.gov/privacy
https://www.doi.gov/sitemap
https://www.doi.gov/vulnerability-disclosure-policy
https://www.doi.gov/bpp
https://www.doi.gov/coronavirus
https://www.doi.gov/cummings-act-notices
https://www.doi.gov/pmb/eeo
https://www.doi.gov/foia
https://www.doioig.gov/
https://www.doi.gov/pmb/eeo/reports-repository
https://www.doi.gov/
https://www.doi.gov/
https://www.instagram.com/usinterior/
https://www.facebook.com/USInterior
https://americasgreatoutdoors.tumblr.com/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usinterior
https://www.youtube.com/user/USInterior
https://twitter.com/interior

