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SEA GRANT ANNOUNCES FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT COMMUNITY-ENGAGED
MARINE DEBRIS REMOVAL AND PREVENTION

Sea Grant announces funding opportunities to
support community-engaged marine debris
removal and prevention

@ September 13,2023

Today, the National Sea Grant College Program announced the availability of
approximately $19 million in federal funding opportunities to combat marine debris in
coastal commmunities as part of President Biden'’s historic Investing in America agenda,
under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. These funding opportunities will allow NOAA to

help coastal communities prevent and remove marine debris.

“Marine debris degrades water quality, harms habitats and ecosystems and hurts coastal
workers and businesses,” said Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo. “These funding
opportunities, part of President Biden's Investing in America agenda, which is a key pillar
of Bidenomics, will help us tackle the challenges of marine debris head on, helping to
restore and protect our coastal marine environments and the communities that rely on

them.”
The two funding opportunities are:

e The Marine Debris Challenge Competition. The Challenge will include
approximately $16 million in funding available to support innovative,
transformational research-to-application projects that will address the prevention
and removal of marine debris, with award periods of three years. This opportunity
is open to any person or group within the United States or its territories, as well as
tribal nations within those geographies. Applicants must submit proposals in
partnership with a relevant Sea Grant Program. Please note that it is not a
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requirement that investigators, including the principal investigator, be part of a
Sea Grant program.

« The Marine Debris Community Action Coalitions Opportunity. This Community
Action funding will include approximately $3 million in funding available to
support the creation of coalitions and partnerships to address marine debris
prevention and removal. Applications for this opportunity must be submitted

through a Sea Grant Program, and partnerships are encouraged.

“Through the Challenge funding opportunity, we will support innovative research that
can readily and immediately be applied to prevent and remove marine debris,” said
Steve Thur, Ph.D., NOAA assistant administrator for Oceanic and Atmospheric Research.
“The goal is that the techniques developed by these awards can be broadly applied to
locations around the country, multiplying the environmental and economic impacts of

the funding well beyond marine debris removal at a single site.”

“With the Community Action funding, we are seeking proposals that will bring
community groups together with the resources needed to tackle marine debris
prevention and removal,” said Jonathan Pennock, director of NOAA's National Sea Grant
College Program. “The heaviest costs of marine debris pollution fall on those who have
the least ability and resources to address it. This funding opportunity is designed to bring
more people together with the resources to tackle, prevent and remove marine debris

from our coastal commmunities.”

The funding opportunities are a component of nearly $3 billion in targeted investments
by NOAA in the areas of habitat restoration, coastal resilience and weather forecasting

infrastructure through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.

Letters of intent and applications for both opportunities must be submitted through a
Sea Grant Program. Interested partners should contact one or more of the 34 Sea Grant

Programs for partnership information.

Applicants to both opportunities are encouraged to draft work proposals that support
the principles of justice, equity, diversity, inclusion and accessibility, as well as place an
emphasis on engagement with communities, groups and localities, especially those that

have been traditionally underrepresented and underserved.

To learn more about these opportunities, Sea Grant invites you to join two informational
webinars on October 2 & October 3 at 4 pm ET.
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The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law provides $50 million over five years to Sea Grant to
support marine debris prevention and removal. The two funding opportunities
announced today represent funding for the third and fourth fiscal years of this
appropriation (FY 2024 and 2025). The first Sea Grant marine debris funding

opportunities were awarded in April.

These Sea Grant funding opportunities complement other NOAA funding opportunities
focused on marine debris, including funding opportunities from NOAA's Marine Debris

Program that is funding large-scale marine debris removal and interception projects.

Learn more about how NOAA's infrastructure efforts will help move the needle toward

building a Climate-Ready Nation.

Brooke Carney

Assistant Director for Engagement

National Sea Grant College Program
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As winter ice melts along the Alaska
shoreline, revealing mud and water,
snowmelt floods threaten property and
lives. The rising waters from thawing
snow can

READ MORE >

December 19, 2024

AMERICAN LOBSTER

SEA GRANT’S AMERICAN
LOBSTER INITIATIVE AWARDS
$5.4 MILLION TO FURTHER
INNOVATIVE RESEARCH AND
OUTREACH IN SUPPORT OF THE
LOBSTER INDUSTRY AND
FISHING COMMUNITIES

Since 2019, Sea Grant's American Lobster
Initiative has addressed critical
knowledge gaps about the American
lobster and its fishery facing a dynamic
and changing environment. The Initiative
supports a regional extension program in
the Northeast and a national research
competition. Fifteen emerging research
projects were selected in 2023 and 2024
for $4.6 million in federal funding by the
NOAA National Sea Grant College
Program. Coordinated by Maine Sea
Grant since 2019, the Northeast lobster
extension program was recently renewed
with an $840,000 federal award that
supports work through 2026.

READ MORE >

November 19, 2024

Gavin Dehnert, an Emerging
Contaminants Scientist at Wisconsin Sea
Grant, investigates the impact of
emerging contaminants on aquatic
ecosystems. (Photo Credit: Wisconsin Sea
Grant.) Coastal

READ MORE >
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