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11.463 -- Habitat

Conservation

No

Nonprofits having a 501(c)(3) status with the IRS, other than
institutions of higher education

Nonprofits that do not have a 501(c)(3) status with the IRS, other
than institutions of higher education

Small businesses

Independent school districts

Native American tribal organizations (other than Federally
recognized tribal governments)

Special district governments

For profit organizations other than small businesses

City or township governments

State governments

Private institutions of higher education

Native American tribal governments (Federally recognized)
County governments

Public and State controlled institutions of higher education
Others (see text field entitled "Additional Information on Eligibility"
for clarification)

Eligible applicants are institutions of higher education, non-profits,
commercial (for profit) organizations, U.S. territories, and state,
local, and tribal governments. Applications from federal agencies or
employees of federal agencies will not be considered. Federal
agencies and employees are not allowed to receive funds under this


https://sam.gov/content/assistance-listings
https://sam.gov/content/assistance-listings

solicitation, but may serve as collaborative project partners. Foreign
entities can participate as partners (contractors, sub-recipients, or
informal collaborators) of a prime recipient based in the U.S. This
opportunity includes up to 15% of funds available to Indian tribes
(as defined in 25 U.S.C. Section 5304 (e)) and Native American
organizations that represent Indian tribes through formal legal
agreements (e.g. tribal commissions, tribal consortia, tribal
conservation districts, and tribal cooperatives). Funding to Indian
tribes and Native American organizations may be direct awards or
subawards. 25 U.S.C. Section 5304 (e) states that “Indian tribe” or
“Indian Tribe” means any Indian tribe, band, nation, or other
organized group or community, including any Alaska Native village
or regional or village corporation as defined in or established
pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (85 Stat. 688)
[43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.], which is recognized as eligible for the
special programs and services provided by the United States to
Indians because of their status as Indians. Applicants demonstrating
a connection to a tribe, tribal entity and/or an underserved
community may do this through proposed subawards, contracts,
informal collaboration, or other engagement with, or approval of,
one or more tribes, tribal entities, and/or underserved communities.
The application will be evaluated based on the strength of the
partnership with the underserved community or communities. The
partner submitting the application is required to provide supporting
documentation in the application demonstrating that they have
been endorsed by one or more tribes, tribal entities, and/or
underserved communities for the specific work proposed. The
documentation may be provided in the form of letters of support
from one or more tribes, tribal entities, and/or underserved
communities for the specific work proposed, and should be
attached with other Supplemental Materials. Applications from
federal agencies or employees of federal agencies will not be
considered. However, federal agencies or employees may serve as
unfunded collaborative project partners. Foreign entities should
participate as partners (contractors, sub-recipients, or informal
collaborators) of a prime recipient based in the U.S. Applicants must
propose work in coastal, marine, or estuarine areas that benefit
species or fisheries outlined within the program priorities (Section
I.B). See Section I.A. for a definition of coastal areas. Eligible
applicants for Great Lakes projects must propose work within the
Great Lakes basin within one of the eight U.S. Great Lakes states
(New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois,
Wisconsin, and Minnesota). Applications that propose projects in
the Commonwealth and Territories of the United States, for this



solicitation defined as American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana
Islands, U.S. Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico, are eligible, but those in
the Freely Associated States are not eligible to submit an
application.
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The principal objective of this solicitation is to support
transformational habitat restoration projects that restore marine,
estuarine, coastal, or Great Lakes ecosystems, using approaches
that enhance community and ecosystem resilience to climate
hazards. NOAA anticipates up to $100 million will be available under
this opportunity, of which up to 15% will be specifically available as
direct awards and subawards to Indian tribes (as defined in 25
U.S.C. Section 5304(e)) and Native American organizations that
represent Indian Tribes through formal legal agreements (e.g. tribal
commissions, tribal consortia, tribal conservation districts, and
tribal cooperatives). The remaining funding will be available to all
eligible applicants. Funding will prioritize habitat restoration actions
that: demonstrate significant impacts; rebuild productive and
sustainable fisheries; contribute to the recovery and conservation of
threatened and endangered species; promote climate-resilient
ecosystems, especially in tribal, indigenous, and/or underserved
communities; and improve economic vitality, including local
employment. This solicitation is authorized under the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act (Bipartisan Infrastructure Law) (BIL, Public
Law 117-58), 135 STAT.1356 (Nov. 15, 2021). This funding
opportunity seeks habitat restoration projects that enhance coastal
resilience. Coastal areas support the nation’s largest and often
fastest-growing population centers, as well as key natural assets.
Strengthening coastal resilience means preparing and adapting
coastal communities to mitigate the impacts of, and more quickly
recover after, extreme weather events such as hurricanes, coastal
storms, and flooding, as well as longer-term climate hazards, such
as sea level rise. Habitat restoration and natural and nature-based
infrastructure are critical to doing so, by protecting lives and
property; sustaining commercial, recreational, and subsistence
fishing; recovering threatened and endangered species; and
maintaining and fostering vibrant coastal economies. This funding



opportunity - along with other opportunities through programs
such as the National Oceans and Coastal Security Fund, Climate
Resilience Regional Challenge, Coastal Zone Management, National
Estuarine Research Reserves, and Coastal Habitat Restoration and
Resilience Grants for Tribes and Underserved Communities - aims
to fund projects that support the overarching goal of enhancing
coastal resilience. This funding opportunity is also aligned with
actions outlined in the Biden-Harris Administration’s Ocean Climate
Action Plan, including nature-based solutions that support natural
coastal and ocean systems while reducing the impacts of climate
threats. This funding opportunity will prioritize high-value,
transformative projects that advance resilience and support habitat
restoration. Applicants should address the following set of program
priorities: 1) sustaining productive fisheries and strengthening
ecosystem resilience; 2) enhancing community resilience to climate
hazards and providing other co-benefits; 3) fostering regionally
important habitat restoration; and 4) providing benefits to tribal,
indigenous, and/or underserved communities, including through
partnerships. This solicitation will fund projects that demonstrate
high priority and transformative potential within the geographic
region where restoration actions are proposed. Projects that are
most responsive to the program priorities and are more
transformative (i.e., have greater positive impact) will be more
competitive. Proposals may include the following types of project
phases: planning and assessments; feasibility studies; engineering
design and permitting; on-the-ground implementation; pre- and/or
post-implementation monitoring. Proposals may also include
capacitybuilding and community engagement to support the
proposed restoration. Applicants proposing preimplementation
activities should demonstrate how these efforts will support or
catalyze subsequent onthe-ground restoration. Proposals that
include on-the-ground implementation will be given priority
compared to those that include only pre-implementation activities.
Proposals that include multiple sites should demonstrate how
projects collectively contribute to the priorities within the same
geographic area or watershed, and applicants should demonstrate
the capacity to manage concurrent habitat restoration projects over
multiple years. Priority will be given to activities with the highest
certainty to occur within a 2-3 year award period. NOAA is
committed to the goals of advancing equity and support for
underserved communities. NOAA encourages applicants to include
and demonstrate principles of diversity, equity, inclusion, and
accessibility through proactive, meaningful, and equitable
community engagement in the identification, design, and/or
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implementation of proposed projects. NOAA also encourages
applicants to propose projects with benefits to tribal, indigenous,
and/or underserved communities, and projects that appropriately
consider and elevate local or indigenous knowledge in project
design, implementation, and evaluation. Applicants should identify
if the project is located within tribal, indigenous, and/or
underserved communities, and/or whether a portion of the
resilience benefits from the proposed work will flow to tribal,
indigenous, and/or underserved communities. This program will
advance the Biden-Harris Administration’s Justice40 Initiative.
Established by Executive Order 14008 on “Tackling the Climate Crisis
at Home and Abroad,” the Justice40 Initiative has established a goal
that 40 percent of the overall benefits of certain federal investments
in climate, clean energy, and other areas will flow to disadvantaged
communities that are marginalized and overburdened by pollution
and underinvestment. Proposals selected for funding through this
solicitation will be funded through cooperative agreements. NOAA
encourages a period of performance of up to three years, with the
potential for up to five years, if necessary. NOAA anticipates typical
federal funding for awards will range from $4 million to $6 million
over three years. NOAA will not accept proposals with a federal
funding request of less than $750,000 or more than $10 million total
for the entire award. We only expect a small number of awards
(between 3-5) that will be funded near or at the cap of $10 million.
Funds will be administered by the NOAA Office of Habitat
Conservation, as directed in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.

If you have difficulty accessing the full announcement electronically,
please contact:

Supplemental Guidance regarding application writing and FAQs
about this Announcement can be found at
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/coastal-habitat-restoration-
and-resilience-grants. For further information contact Rina Studds
or Amanda Cousart at 301-427-8651 or 301-337-9447, or by e-mail at
resilience.grants@noaa.gov. Prospective applicants are strongly
encouraged to contact NOAA Restoration Center staff before
submitting an application to discuss their NOAA project ideas with
respect to technical merit and NOAA's objectives. NOAA will make
every effort to respond to prospective applicants on a first come,
first served basis. These discussions will not include review of draft
proposals or site visits during the application period.
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