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partisan Infrastructure Law summary: "Shall be for established Regional Ocean
artnerships (ROPs) to coordinate the interstate and intertribal management of ocean
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)d coastal resources and to implement their priority actions, including to enhance
sociated sharing and integration of Federal and non-Federal data ROPs, or their

¥

yuivalent.”

pgional Ocean Partnerships (ROPs) are regional organizations voluntarily convened
governors and working in collaboration with federal and tribal governments, as

ell as other stakeholders, to address ocean and coastal issues of common concern in
at region. Established ROPs include the Northeast Regional Ocean Council, the Mid-
lantic Regional Council on the Ocean, the West Coast Ocean Alliance, and the Gulf
Mexico Alliance. These partnerships, along with IOOS Regional Associations in
gions where a partnership does not exist, will also enhance sharing and integration
federal and non-federal data. NOAA will set aside S1 million per year to enable
bes to engage with the ROPs.

partisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) funds to ROPs will enhance and support the
iorities established through the partnerships’ shared goals, objectives, plans, and
ategies. Seventy percent of the funds will enable these partnerships to conduct
ojects that support Administration priorities on tackling the climate crisis (Executive
der 14008) and the goals of the America the Beautiful initiative, as well as directing

sources to underserved communities (Executive Order 1398 Help improve this site
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implementing regional ocean partnership priority activities based on the shared
anagement challenges faced by that region.

DPs have vetted work plans and strategies which reflect the management priorities

\

each region, including offshore energy, aquaculture, coastal resilience, education
d engagement, data access, and tribal participation. Potential projects include:

e |dentifying, integrating, and supplementing observations related to ocean
acidification and pursuing strategies to tackle increased acidification of ocean
waters;

e Convening government, industry and stakeholders to consider large-scale current
and future uses of ocean areas; identify best practices for ocean co-use; and work
with industry and agencies to augment data portal products for use in projects
planning;
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e Engaging tribes in discussions about ocean management, including effective tribal
consultation and incorporation of traditional knowledge into data products;

e |dentifying and preserving aquatic habitats (such as wetlands and mangroves)
that provide protection from sea level rise and storm surge, and other benefits;

e Documenting the extent of marine debris in coastal waters and implementing
strategies to reduce the sources and use of the debris; and

e Coordinating across jurisdictions and agencies to leverage data, services, and
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technical assistance to better serve disadvantaged communities in becoming more

¥

resilient as they work to adapt to coastal hazards and a changing climate.

e remaining 30 percent of these funds will support enhanced regional capacity to
are and integrate federal and non-federal data in every region, including the
pvelopment of information portals to increase access to data and products that
pport regional coastal, ocean, and Great Lakes management priorities. These
provements will be critical to inform increasing demand for ocean uses, such as
shore wind, supporting sustainability and tracking climate impacts on shifting
osystems, and making data accessible to all, including the underserved.

unding
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gional ocean partnership efforts have strengthened community resilience, increased access to data,
d improved the management of coastal habitats and wildlife. The Mid-Atlantic Regional Council on

> Ocean—one of four partnerships—established this data portal, an interactive mapping tool that helps
ers visualize and analyze myriad ocean resources and uses. (Mid-Atlantic Regional Council on the
ean)
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