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Watershed Rehabilitation

The Watershed Rehabilitation Program (REHAB) helps project sponsors
rehabilitate aging dams that are reaching the end of their design life and/or no
longer meet federal or state safety criteria or performance standards. Since 1948,
NRCS has assisted local sponsors in constructing over 11,850 dams.
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For current Watershed REHAB program investments -
click here.

Overview

The Watershed REHAB program provides assistance
to local project sponsors to:

rehabilitate aging dams that are reaching the end
of their design lives; and/or
build or augment existing water supplies based
on current and future water supply demands.

These rehabilitation efforts, authorized by Public Law
83-566  and 78-534 , address critical public health
and safety concerns should a dam failure occur. 

Since 1948, the Natural Resources Conservation Service has assisted local sponsors in constructing
over 11,845 dams.

BENEFITS

Across the Nation, watershed REHAB projects provide over $2.2 billion in reduced flooding and
erosion damage while improving wildlife habitat, recreation, water quality and supply for an
estimated 47 million people. These projects also provide economic growth and opportunity for rural
communities.
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Dams are silent protectors, located in remote locals, that protect lives and property downstream.
All have a lifespan that requires consistent oversight to ensure they continue to meet state and
federal design, safety, and performance criteria. NRCS Watershed REHAB Program provides local
sponsors with technical and financial assistance to address concerns before they become a
liability. 

DAM SAFETY

Dam Watch
DamWatch assists in monitoring dams across 47 states, including Puerto Rico, and
provides web-based monitoring of dams during rainfall, snowmelt, or seismic events.

MORE INFO
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LOCALLY-LED Watershed
REHAB Solutions

Watershed project sponsors represent interests of the
local community in federally assisted watershed
projects. Sponsors submit a request for financial
assistance to NRCS. When funding is allocated, the
sponsor and NRCS enter into an agreement that
defines the roles and responsibilities of each party to
complete the rehabilitation project.

A watershed plan is developed for each project to
address environmental impacts, costs, benefits,
planned conservation practices, and the
responsibilities of involved parties. A variety of
agencies and organizations can assist sponsors with
developing a plan.

NRCS provides technical and financial assistance to
sponsors and assists them with the planning, design, and construction of the projects.

 

For more information on Watershed REHAB Program, please contact your local NRCS office.

Watersheds
Watersheds impact everyone; every
community, farm, ranch, and forest.
They provide a vital resource for all
living things to survive and thrive.
All watersheds are interconnected,
creating a land-water system that
conveys wat...

NRCS State Watershed
Program Managers
Contact your local NRCS Watershed Program
manager for assistance:
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Pre-Award Sponsor
Resources
Step-by-step guide for Sponsors who have
entered into an agreement with NRCS

Watershed Program
Resources for
Contractors

National Watershed
Program Manual and
Handbook
The National Watershed Program Manual
provides policy, guidance and suggestions for
working through the various stages of
watershed projects, from working with
potential sponsors to providing project
rehabilitation assistance...

Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law
The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law – signed by
President Biden in November 2021 – is a once-
in-a-generation opportunity to rebuild our
crumbling infrastructure. &nbsp;
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Watershed REHAB Fact Sheet

Additional Documents
Watershed REHAB Fact Sheet (840.75 KB)

REHAB Sponsor Request for Assistance Template (16.75 KB)

Ready to get started?
Contact your local service center to start your application.

Find Your Local Service Center

USDA Service Centers are locations where you can connect with Farm Service
Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service, or Rural Development employees
for your business needs. Enter your state and county below to find your local
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Related News and Events

Public Input Sought for Crabtree
Creek Watershed Structure No. 3
July 15, 2024
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service center and agency offices. If this locator does not work in your browser,
please visit offices.usda.gov.
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Collaboration for Dam
Rehabilitation at Historic Research
Station
June 06, 2024

NRCS Dams Time and Weather
Tested

NEWS

SUCCESS STORY
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AskUSDA

One central entry point for you to access information and help from USDA

 Ask.USDA.gov  1-833-ONE-USDA  askusda@usda.gov
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Subscribe to our Newsletter

Stay updated on the latest news and stories from
NRCS and other USDA topics.

Enter email address
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Report Fraud on USDA Contract

Sitemap
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