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Low or No Emission Grant Program - 5339(c)

What's New
On July 9, FTA announced close to $1.5 billion dollars to transit agencies to

buy more than 1,100 American-made buses in 47 states. Of 117 funded

projects, nearly 80% of the buses will run on zero and low-emission

technology, reducing air pollution and helping meet President Biden’s goal

of zero emissions by the year 2050. 

See the project selections

Close to half of the 117 bus projects will improve bus facilities: modernizing

and setting the stage for transit agencies to transition to new electric

technologies. See the Grants for Buses and Bus Facilities landing page.

Read the press release

Take a visual tour of the grants

Overview

The Low or No Emission competitive program provides funding to state and local

governmental authorities for the purchase or lease of zero-emission and low-

emission transit buses as well as acquisition, construction, and leasing of

required supporting facilities.

https://www.transportation.gov/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/grant-programs
https://www.transit.dot.gov/CIG
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/applying/applying-fta-funding
https://www.transit.dot.gov/about/regional-offices/regional-offices
https://www.transit.dot.gov/art-public-transit-projects/faq
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDOTFTA/subscriber/new?topic_id=USDOTFTA_96
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/low-no-and-buses-and-bus-facilities-faqs
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/zero-emission-fleet-transition-plan
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/zero-emission-fleet-transition-plan
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/fact-sheet-buses-and-bus-facilities-program
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/fact-sheet-buses-and-bus-facilities-program
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/fact-sheet-buses-and-bus-facilities-program
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/fact-sheet-buses-and-bus-facilities-program
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/fact-sheet-buses-and-bus-facilities-program
https://www.transit.dot.gov/about/news/investing-america-biden-harris-administration-strengthens-transit-manufacturing-industry
https://www.transit.dot.gov/about/news/investing-america-biden-harris-administration-strengthens-transit-manufacturing-industry
https://www.transit.dot.gov/about/news/investing-america-biden-harris-administration-strengthens-transit-manufacturing-industry
https://www.transit.dot.gov/about/news/investing-america-biden-harris-administration-strengthens-transit-manufacturing-industry
https://www.transit.dot.gov/about/news/investing-america-biden-harris-administration-strengthens-transit-manufacturing-industry
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/fy24-fta-competitive-bus-grants-fact-sheet
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/fy24-fta-competitive-bus-grants-fact-sheet
https://www.transit.dot.gov/about/news/investing-america-biden-harris-administration-strengthens-transit-manufacturing-industry
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/fy24-fta-bus-and-low-and-no-emission-grant-awards
https://www.transit.dot.gov/bus-program
https://www.transit.dot.gov/about/news/investing-america-biden-harris-administration-strengthens-transit-manufacturing-industry
https://arcg.is/11bKC0
https://arcg.is/11bKC0


FY 2023 Bus and Low-

No Emission

Reduction Calculator

FTA Dear Colleague

Letter: Fleet

Transition Plan for

Zero Emission

Competitive

Applications

Contact UsContact Us

O�ce of Program

Management

Federal Transit

Administration

1200 New Jersey

Avenue, S.E.

Washington, DC

20590

United States

Phone: 202-366-

2053 

Fax: 202-366-

7951 

Business Hours:

8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

ET, M-F

If you are deaf,

hard of hearing,

or have a speech

disability, please

dial 7-1-1 to

access

telecommunicatio

ns relay services.

Allocation of Funding
Funding is allocated to projects on a competitive basis, from proposals

submitted to FTA in response to a Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO). Past

project selections include:

FY 2024

FY 2023

FY 2022

FY 2021

FY 2020

FY 2019

FY 2018

FY 2017

FY 2016

Eligible Applicants
Eligible applicants include direct or designated recipients of FTA grants; States;

local governmental authorities; and Indian Tribes. Except for projects proposed

by Indian Tribes, proposals for funding eligible projects in rural (non-urbanized)

areas must be submitted as part of a consolidated state proposal. States and

other eligible applicants also may submit consolidated proposals for projects in

urbanized areas.

Eligible Activities
Eligible projects include:

purchasing or leasing low- or no-emission buses

acquiring low- or no-emission buses with a leased power source

constructing or leasing facilities and related equipment (including

intelligent technology and software) for low- or no-emission buses

constructing new public transportation facilities to accommodate low- or

no-emission buses

rehabilitating or improving existing public transportation facilities to

accommodate low- or no-emission buses

Additionally 0.5% of a request may be for workforce development training

and an additional 0.5% may be for training at the National Transit Institute

(NTI). Applicants proposing any project related to zero-emission vehicles

must also spend 5% of their award on workforce development and training

as outlined in their Zero-Emission Transition Plan, unless the applicant

certi�es that their �nancial need is less.

Statutory Reference
49 U.S.C. 5339 (c), IIJA § 30018, IIJA Division J

Funding Availability
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Funds remain available for obligation for four �scal years. This includes the �scal

year in which the amount is made available or appropriated plus three additional

years.

Match
All eligible expenses under the Low-No Program are attributable to compliance

with the Clean Air Act and/or the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Therefore, the

Federal share of the cost of leasing or purchasing a transit bus is not to exceed

85 percent of the total transit bus cost. The federal share in the cost of leasing or

acquiring low- or no-emission bus-related equipment and facilities is 90 percent

of the net project cost.  Applicants must identify these speci�c activities in their

application in order to receive this increased federal share.

Resources
Federal Transit Administration FAQs on Supportive Services

https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/federal-transit-administration-

faqs-supportive-services

Additional information on Zero-Emission Fleet Transition Plans

https://www.transt.dot.gov/funding/grants/zero-emission-�eet-transition-

plan

Low and No-Emission Vehicle Federal Technical Assistance

https://www.transt.dot.gov/funding/grants/low-and-no-emission-vehicle-

federal-technical-assistance

Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility (CCAM)

https://www.transt.dot.gov/coordinating-council-access-and-mobility

FTA’s Altoona Bus Testing

https://www.transt.dot.gov/research-innovation/bus-testing

FTA’s Sustainable Transit for a Healthy Planet Challenge

https://www.transt.dot.gov/climate-challenge

Grant Type: Competitive
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